READBACK

(Juestions,
(Juestions,
(Juestions

gy TODD OLIVAS

new site, www Readback org, of-
fers reporters the chance to ask
questions and then for viewers to
Wrate the responses. Here are a few
quu,mons and the highest rated answers

Do I have to disclose what !'ve read back w0
an attorney on a break to the other side? 1 was
at a deposition the other day On the lunch
breale, the side that hived me wanted me to
find a portion of the tanscript to read to him
and his boss The other party could see
through the window whar we were doing
Should I have rold the ather side what portions
I read back? It felt a lietle awkward

Kathleen Masnec
Chino Hills, Calif

After 299 views and 12 responses, the
B
“Best Answer" with 22 votes was:

[ think I'm a hardliner on this one. [ would
make sure everyone was present andfor
aware. [ do believe it's a potential prob-
lem. T always put myseif in the lawyer's
shoes and ask myself if 1 would view the
reporter’s behavior as preferential So [ ex-
tend the idea of neutrality in providing
services {within the California Code of
Civil Procedure) to these gray-area re-
quests - if simply for CYA purposes

Cynthia Dunbar, RPR
Los Angeles, Calif

Can CAT sofuvare be mun an a netbook? 'm
nat sure if anvone is actually doing realtime
from their netbook 1 have heard conflicting
stories abour whether or not CAT software
can even be installed on one

Tedd Olivas
Temecida, Calif

After 459 views and 10 responses, the
“Best Answer” with 19 votes was:

[ know of a couple of reporters who use
netbooks in the field wich all of their soft-
ware loaded via flash drive | personally
have loaded viewing software for attorneys
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on my nethooks and they work fine

For the reporrer to load, I think you just
have to be sure you have enough memory
or space or something But other than
that, it's not an issue that I've heard unless
the smali keyboard and screen size detract
from your editing ability

Teanese Johnson
Redondo Beach, Calif

How do syou deal with exhibits! Dealing with
exhibits is my lease favorite part of being a
freelance reporter The first difficudty: Prting
the info into your ranseript The “title”
what if there is no drle? Nothing, nada. Then
what? The “date” — what if theve are 14 dif-
ferent dates? Numbering the pages — do you
do that? Do you number the page for each ex-
hibirin the bottom right comer and then mum-
ber all the pages in the bottom left corner?

And then the other thing — keeping mrack
of the exhibits at a depe when the attorney is
rambling on and hasn’t given you time to
mark anything Do you stop them? Do you
keep wrack during the depo? 1 have learned 1o
try to quickly write down a number while
thex're stll talking becatse invariably they will
ashk me, “Whar number are we on now?” I'm
always grateful for a thoughtfu! actorney who
will legibly mark them for me and keep them
m order, but that doesn't always happen.

Tudy Bergman
Helendale, Calif

After 92 views and 3 responses, the “Best
Answer” with 13 votes was:

Sounds like you need to get some routines
concerning exhibits, which will relieve
some of your exhibit anxiety You're re-
sponsible for the exhibits, marking them
and maintaining them for the transcript,
and F've found that if you have a routine
that you don’t let yourself vary from, you
won't forget something.

First of all, if ar all possible, don't let the
attorneys mark the exhibits without your
getting your hands on them for your own
marking If they mark their own exhibir,
at the earliest spot, ask to be able to mark
it for the record. Sometimes that's not pos-
sible; they don't wans to take the time. In
that case, Pll give them a page of my ex-
hibir stickers, and they're on their own,
but try to keep a list of the numbers that
have been marked

Bur the optimum is to mark it yourself
[ fill our my sticker wich, for instance,

“No 1,"” then at the same time as | write
“1" on the sticker, I write “2” for the next
sticker so that | know whart the next num-
beris [ always announce the exhibit num-
ber as I'm marking and have found that
while some atrorneys give me the *[ know,
[know,” routine, more often they're grate-
ful 10 have someone else keeping track

Then keep your eye on where they go,
if ar all possible. There's nothing worse
than having everybody gone and you find
aut that Exhibit 3 s missing and you've
got to spend the next couple of days erack-
ing it down Gather them all up at recesses
and at breaks They're more likely to stay
together that way — sometimes. If the at-
torney doesn't do it, tell the witness that
you need to take them all at the end of the
day.

As far as describing the exhibits for the
record, it's great when the attorney de-
scribes them on the record, or they’re just
a letrer that's easy to describe — or a doc-
ument with a title. But in the case of it
being some document that nobody de-
scribed and you haven't got a clue whar it
is, | usually describe it as “Xepage typewrit-
tenf/handwritten document " My feeling is
that if they don't care enough to describe
something that obscure for the record,
they don't care that much whar you call it

Some of those routines make exhibits a
lirtle less of a pain for me. Hope chat helps
you a little.

Debbie Tagaar:
Corati, Calif

Todd Olivas is a court reporter and a blogger,
who started the Readback org site which per-
mits viewers to rate the answers to each ques-
tion To ask a question, visit www readback org
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